
Sandon Voice 

Quarterly from St Andrew’s 50p for non residents December 2017 



Page 2 

Terry’s Letter 
Enough food? 
I am disgusted that we have to 
have food banks, and that people 
have to rely on them. As part of 
our harvest service we have been 
looking at the work done by the 
food banks and I have been 
shocked. 

I wonder about the reason you 
think people need to use a 
Foodbank. People can think it is 
mainly homeless people, but 
actually that only makes up 5% of 
those who are given food. The 
biggest reason is that people are 
having problems with waiting for 
their benefits to come through, or 
there has been a change in 
benefits. When I asked questions 
about this, some people came 
back with the answer that the 
people take drugs or drink too 
much alcohol. This may be true 
for some, and I wonder if we find 
this easier to bear if we think the 
people somehow deserve it, 
rather than thinking that actually 
the system doesn’t work properly. 
It is shocking that in this country 
when we have so much some 
people don’t have enough to eat. 

Chelmsford food bank provides 
enough food for three days and 
they provided over 3,000 meals 
last year, 1,200 of which were for 
children, so a third of the children 
from an average sized secondary 

school couldn’t be fed by their 
parents. The editor is struggling 

with the logic here. 

Someone said to one of the 
helpers that they had saved his 
life providing food, and they 
thought that was just a figure of 
speech, but the man said he felt 
so ashamed that he couldn’t feed 
his children that he considered 
suicide. Others say that coming to 
the food bank is the first time that 
they are treated with respect, and 
that’s what makes all the 
difference. 

The other thing was that on the 
specials table at the food bank 
people could choose what they 
needed, for example a toothbrush 
or loo roll. I wonder what you 
think about being without either of 
these? To me it is rather 
unimaginable! I would hate it if I 
couldn’t brush my teeth at the end 
of the day and wouldn’t consider 
a toothbrush a luxury item – I 
guess I’m lucky enough to be in 
that position. 

So thank you to everyone who 
donated something. By doing so 
you played your part in something 
that made a difference. Maybe the 
other thing we can do if we do 
have enough food is to give 
thanks for how lucky we are that 
we do have enough to eat, and 
the lovely variety of fresh food 
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available to us that we can take 
for granted. 

At St. Andrew’s we have provided 
a box at the back of the church for 
items for the food bank to be 
placed. I am so pleased that in 
the last month, items have been 
placed there and the box is full. 
This will be taken to the food bank 
once a month. 

Could you help? As you know the 
church is open every day during 
daylight. Could you bring 
something into church and place 
it in the box? 

Here is a list of items that are 
really urgent for this Christmas. 

CAN YOU HELP US WITH THE 
FOLLOWING PLEASE? 
Food items, UHT Milk, Jars of 
coffee, Tins of Biscuits, Christmas 
cakes, Long Life fruit juice, 
Christmas puddings, Mince pies 
(watch date), Ham, Jam 
Personal items, Men’s Toiletries 
(urgent), Washing up liquid, 
Nappies, all sizes, Washing 
powder, Ladies toiletries, Toilet 
rolls 

So I wish we didn’t have to have 
food banks, but I am grateful to 
those who help in them and make 
it possible for people to have 3 
good meals for 3 days when 
things are tough. 

May I take this opportunity of 
wishing you a happy Christmas 
and a peaceful New year. Terry 

Help on Offer 
Your local City Councillor, Ian 
Wright. who lives in the Parish is 
available over the Christmas 
period to offer help and advice. It 
need not only be in respect of 
Council matters. At this time of 
the year with many relatives and 
neighbours being away, 
immediate help may not be 
available in which case anyone 
who feels they need support of 
any kind should not hesitate to 
give Ian a call. 
If you are away and are 
concerned over any vulnerable 
person and would like Ian to 
make contact, by phone or a 
personal visit he will be only too 
pleased to do so. 
Contact details:-  
telephone 01245 226289,  
e-mail ianwright903@gmail.com,  
Home address,  
Farm Cottage, Sporhams Lane. 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 

Contact  
Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 
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Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 

Howe Green United 
Reformed Church 
We still have no permanent 
Minister at Howe Green, but 
continue to worship once a month 
(third Sunday at 4:00 pm) and join 
with our sister Churches in the 
Chelmsford area or St Andrews 
for other Sunday services. 

We also continue with our ‘events’ 
of coffee or tea and always enjoy 
the time together – most recently 
the Harvest Lunch. So thanks to 
all those who came to that and 
continue to support us and to the 
Rev Mark Meatcher for his time 
and encouragement. 

See you at our annual Carol 
Service on 21st. December, and 
keep a look out for our February 
event. Pam Knott 

Page 5 

Who would have thought it? St. 
Andrew’s, Sandon does indeed 
have excellent connections 
through its churchyard ancestry to 
the New World! 
Recently we were contacted by 
Scott Wills from Philadelphia, 

U.S.A. requesting some pictures 
of his long term ancestor’s 
tombstone in our churchyard. 
Scott was able to specify 
precisely two relevant tombs from 
information within our web site 
‘sandon-church.info’ under List of 
Monumental Inscriptions - which 
was completed, I think, in 1997. 

One tomb is for the Rasch Carne 
Family and this is the large 
rectangular tomb which you 
cannot miss as you go up the 
church main path; it is on the 
right, next to the path. 
On the direct opposite side of the 
path is the headstone of Scott’s 
ancestor, Arundell Mauleverer 

Carne who died in 1799. We 

cleaned up the headstone to see 
the inscription which read as 
follows, ‘Arundell Mauleverer 

Carne, Departed this life, 

October 17th 1779 aged 82 

years’. He fell on hard times and 
was supported by his better-off 
brother Charles Carne for quite a 
few years. (Charles Carne had a 
wife called Mary and her relatives 
were the Richards Family. Her 
father, James Richards, is also 
buried in the churchyard, Arundell 
Mauleverer  served at least two 
stints in debtors’ prison in London 
earlier in his life. His son Samuel 
however went to Charleston, 
South Carolina where his 
daughter Jane Elizabeth was 
born. Samuel was a loyalist and 
returned to England where he 
died in 1786. 
Scott’s Family antecedents are 
therefore from Jane Elizabeth 
Carne. 

Our ‘Tombstone’ Connection with the USA 
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therefore from Jane Elizabeth 
Carne. 

Scott was most pleased to get the 
pictures which were sent by e 
mail and he kindly sent us a 
donation of $250 in aid of the 
residual chancel church roof 
needing retiling. 
Scott is Rector’s Warden (senior 
warden) of St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, Hamilton Village, 
Philadelphia. The church has 
earlier connections with the 
‘Oxford Movement’. Scott 

commented that they have only a 
slightly larger congregation than 
us and since they are within the 
University campus it is very 
dependent on the University term 
students and staff. 
We have invited Scott to ‘drop in’ 
any time to see us here in 
Sandon!  
Now do we have any other long 

term churchyard connections 

whose antecedents are now 

somewhere overseas I wonder? 

David Farrar 

Bishop Stephen's 
Christmas Message 2017 

Venting his fury at a potential 
rival, Herod plays a percentages 
game: he spreads the net of his 
anger widely; kills every boy 
under two in order to ensure he 
kills just one. He fails. Fury and 
anger usually do - though that is 
scant consolation to the mourning 
families of the innocent who 
suffer. Meanwhile Jesus, the 
Saviour who is saved, is visited 
by unlikely people: in this case, 
shepherds and foreign rulers. 

The shepherds, virtual outcasts in 
their own society and looked upon 
with grave suspicion, hear a song 
of peace. It is deeply attractive, 
and it sends them to Bethlehem. 

The wise men have followed a 
hunch in the form of a star. They 
are about to learn that all their 
maps are wrong. They will return 
by a different route. 
Tyrants like Herod still strut about 
the world today, their vanity and 
hubris still causing havoc and 
misery. But the door of the stable 
at Bethlehem still stands open for 
those who long for peace and 
those prepared to have their lives 
redirected. 

Might you be one of them? 
Have an interesting Christmas! 
 

 

Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell 

Bishop of Chelmsford 
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Farming Today 

This has been a very kind autumn 
after a difficult wet harvest. 
Seedbeds for winter sown crops, 
such as winter wheat and winter 
beans, have been easy to 
establish, resulting in good 
germination of all the seeds sown 
and the drilling satellite controlled. 
A joy to see. The kind weather 
has continued so that all the 
necessary spraying has been 
done to keep the plants healthy 
and weeds controlled. There has 
not been much evidence of a slug 
problem, but pigeons have been a 
problem on the oilseed rape. 
There has been a fair amount of 
shooting to keep them on the 
move. 
A lot of the wheat from the 
harvest had been sold forward, 
but is difficult to move as all the 
mills are full. Wheat straw is in 
demand due to a shortage 
caused by the wet harvest, but it 
is difficult to sell hay due to the 
very open autumn, still providing 
a lot of grass. There reports of 
late cuts of grass being taken for 
haylage. 
The rams have now been taken 
away from the ewes which will 
mean lambing will be in the 
middle of February 2018. All the 
ewes will be scanned to see the 
rate of conception. The new ewe 
lambs that were purchased in 
Skipton, are at present on grass, 
but as soon as the weather turns 

cold they will be put on the turnips 
which were sown late summer. 
These will either be put to the 
rams next autumn or sold on. 
Once again there has been a fair 
amount of hare coursing over the 
newly sown crops, in spite of 
obstacles placed in gateways, 
which are now being dragged 
away. The Police are not 
interested, nor were they when 
there was a break in on some of 
the farm buildings, until some 
weeks after the event. 
We have just returned from a few 
days in Norfolk. There, a lot of 
land is good quality and free 
draining, so we saw hundreds of 
acres of sugar beet still to be 
lifted to go to the sugar beet 
factories and literally thousands of 
pigs being run free range. A lot of 
autumn drilling had been done 
and the countryside looked in 
good heart. 
 Gillian Speakman 

 

Umm! 

Barrister: How old is your son, the 
one living with you? 
Witness: Thirty-eight or thirty-five, 
I can't remember which. 
Barrister: How long has he lived 
with you? 
Witness: Forty-five years. 
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Sandon WI 

Sandon’s summer meetings have 
been a little different this year with 
a lovely cream tea in June at 
White Elm garden centre; a visit 
to Kew Gardens in July and a 
very enjoyable meeting back on 
10th August at the village hall. 
Karen Lawrie got us all involved 
in exercise, mainly chair based 
but to very familiar sixties music. 
Most of us managed most of the 
exercises even with bad backs, 
knees and hips. We also enjoyed 
exercising our vocal chords by 
singing along with some of the 
songs. A very pleasant afternoon 
continued with strawberries and 
cream and shortbread. 
Our knitted blankets for the 
Salvation Army were on display 
and we look forward to the 
competition at the Mildmay group 
meeting in September. News from 
National and Essex Federations 
is now given to members in a 
great newsletter produced by our 
secretary, so no excuses for not 
knowing what is happening in 
Sandon WI. 

On 14th September Sandon WI 
learned a lot about security at 
Stanstead airport. Michael 
Benning, a retired Essex police 
Chief Superintendent, gave us a 
very interesting talk about the 
behind the scenes police work to 
deal with hijacked planes and 
visiting dignitaries. 

The craft and patchwork group 
were thanked for all their hard 
work in producing the winning 
quilt for the competition at the 
Mildmay group meeting and to 
everyone for the knitted squares 
which were made into blankets for 
the Salvation Army to send to 
Kenya. Twelve members of 
Sandon WI attended the Mildmay 
meeting to hear BBC Essex’s 
Sadie Nine give an extremely 
amusing and lively talk about her 
journey to becoming a star and 
afterwards into radio presenting. 

October’s meeting, on 12th, was a 
riot of colour as we had a 
wonderful flower arranging 
demonstration by one of our own 
members. Afterwards many of us 
had a go ourselves with flowers 
and greenery we had bought to 
the meeting. The results were 
fantastic considering most of us 
had never attempted it before. 
Tea and cake time allowed us to 
sit back and admire our efforts. 
With Christmas looming members 
were reminded to order tickets for 
the County carol concert in the 
Cathedral on 5th December. Also 
our craft group meeting is on the 
19th October in the St Andrews 
room, where we will start making 
patchwork table centres for our 
Christmas party. 

On 9th November we welcomed 
Sarah Gould again, who talked 
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this time about her daughter, 
Heather, who was born with 
Downs Syndrome. She told us 
about the shock, heartache, joy 
and fun Heather has brought to 
her and her family’s lives. It was a 
very personal story that was told 
with sincerity and amusement 
about a much loved daughter, 
who is now aged 41 and living 
independently. Sarah is a lovely 
lady and an extremely interesting 
speaker and we enjoyed her talk 
very much. 
Our trading stall this month was a 
sale of craft items members had 
brought and they were sold in aid 
of Denman WI college and 
Sandon WI funds.  There were 
some great bargains to be had. 

We meet on the second Thursday 
of each month at 2pm in the 
village hall and you would be 
most welcome to come and find 
out all the other things we do. 

Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609 

Bible Book Club 
Love books? Love book clubs? 
Welcome to Bible Book Club, 
helping you read the Bible with 
your friends – one book at a time. 
The helpful guides will give handy 
background information including 
tips, discussion questions and 
some hints for handling those 
tricky sections. We will pick a 
book and get reading! 

We will begin this for our Advent 
Course. You can collect the 
material on a Sunday at Church 
and then attend the Wednesday 
evening discussion group in St 
Andrew’s Room. If you are unable 
to come on Wednesdays you can 
still be in the book club as you 
can work at home. 
Week One 

Sunday 26th November the 
information for the book of Ruth 
will be given out. 
Wednesday 29th November meet 
in St Andrew’s Room at 7:30 pm 
to 9 pm for discussion. 
Week Two 

Sunday 3rd December the 
information for the book of 
Philippians will be given out. 
Wednesday 6th December meet in 
St. Andrews Room at 7:30 pm to 
9 pm for discussion. 
Week Three 

Sunday 10th December the 
information for the book of Micah 
will be given out. 
Wednesday 13th December meet 
in St. Andrews Room at 7:30 pm 
to 9 pm for discussion. 
Week Four 

Sunday 17th December the 
information for the book of Luke 
will be given out. 
Wednesday 20th December meet 
in St. Andrew’s Room at 7:30 pm 
to 9 pm. 
Please sign up for the course on 
the Welcome Table in church. 
Thank you, Terry 
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Ride and Stride 2017 

This year was my 25th taking part 
in the Annual ride. The route was 
planned by my son-in-law Robert 
and he showed typical novelty by 
including two ferry trips! 

We five riders met up at my 
daughter’s beach hut on the West 
Mersey Beach: Robert, 
granddaughter Imogen, au pair 
Romane from Nantes in France, 
John Gruby and myself. 

We cycled along the beach 
footpath towards East Mersey 
visiting en route the church of St. 
Edmunds, East Mersey. It was 
open but there was no one to 
greet us. Next, we went through 
Cudmore Park and onto the 
shingle beach opposite the port of 
Brightlingsea. 

The ferry boat is an open but 
stable structure designed to carry 
a maximum of 12 passengers. 
Our 5 bikes and 6 passengers 
fitted nicely! The ferry runs every 
30 minutes. After a voyage of 

about 10 minutes we were 
landing on the shingle shore at 
Point Clear. From there, after a 
tea stop, we rode through a 
massive holiday park to St Osyth, 
the Priory and St Peter and Paul’s 
Church. This was open but again 
no reception! 

Now came the tough part of the 
ride; all the way from St Osyth on 
a mainish road to Thorrington with 
no break. Here we finally turned 
left at a main roundabout and 
then walked up a long hill to All 
Saints, Brightlingsea - which was 
shut! 

We cut through back streets to 
get to our selected pub for a well-
deserved lunch break at The 
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Rosebud at Hurst Green. This 
specialises in fish and has, in 
addition, super views over the 
coast and out to the far distant 
wind farms. We were lucky as the 
weather was now fine and the sky 
illumination brilliant. 

After 2 pints of lager and a tasty 
dorada and chips(refined chips), I 
felt suitably refreshed and we 
made our way through town to the 
ferry pier - which was now under 
water! The ‘Spring Tide’ was at its 
peak and covered the pier 
approaches and threatened 
several of the cars parked nearby!  

By now the wind was picking up 
and dark clouds threatened a 
storm – not a pleasant prospect 
as we just squeezed into the ferry 

to face very choppy water on the 
way back towards East Mersey. 
The water splashed over the boat 
prow easily and we got a constant 
shower as the waves hit! Great 
fun - even for a landlubber like 
me! 

We landed again on the very 
narrow shingle beach and took 
the main road towards east 
Mersey. However Robert had 
included a final surprise! We 
turned off the main road to take a 
short cut across a very long mid-
island bumpy path. Overall, it was 
a great day out! 

However it was very disappointing 
to see no other cyclists taking part 
in this Annual Inter-church Ride 
and Stride and also to note that 
half the churches visited were 
shut, and also no-one was acting 
as a welcomer at any church!! 

Don’t we do well here at St 
Andrew’s!! Riders and 
Welcomers! 

(Con�nued on page 12) 
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David Farrar (accompanied by 

Robert, my son-in-law, Imogen,my 

granddaughter, Romane their au 

pair from France and our own 

John Gruby) 

The editor feels constrained to 
remark that other options were 
available. He walked from the 

Howe Green Chapel to St. 
Mary’s, Great Baddow, then the 
URC there, back to St Andrew’s, 
Sandon on to St Mary the Virgin, 
Little Baddow and their URC and 
through the woods to Danbury 
URC, Holy Martyrs, the Mission 
and finally St John’s, Danbury 
raising £150. Many thanks to all 
for all the support. 

(Con�nued from page 11) 

Christmas Tree Prayers 

If you would like your Christmas 
tree to mean more this year, why 
not try this beautiful and 
thoughtful prayer idea? 
Children love to help with 
decorating the tree. This idea is 
an easy way to let them get 
involved, and helps them pray at 
the same time. 

• Buy some pretty gift tags 
(sparkly stars work well) – or 
make some by cutting up last 
year’s Christmas cards. 

• Write on the plain side the 
names of people or situations that 
you want to pray about. 

• Hang the gift tag prayers on 
your tree as a sparkly reminder – 
just as your tree lights shine in the 

darkness, so your prayers are like 
a candle that lights up the lives of 
those in need. 

• Christmas is a particularly 
difficult time if you are sad, or ill, 
or lonely or worried. Keep a few 
spare gift tags so you can add to 
your tree when you think of others 
who need your prayers. 

Tip: If you know someone needs 
your prayers, but it’s best if others 
don’t know they’re in need, why 
not just write their initial on the 
tag, or draw a heart shape – God 
will know you are thinking of 
them. 

Article taken from 

www.churchofenglandchristenings

.org with permission 
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Saturday 9th December 8.30am  

Ladies Breakfast 

Speaker Revd Sue Iskander at Butts Green Garden 
Centre. Book you place on the list at the back of the 
church or telephone Janet on 01245 472997 by 4th 
December. £8 each 

Saturday 9th December  

Christmas Market  

by the Friends of Sandon Church 5pm  This evening 
will include a visit from Father Christmas, lighting of 
the Christmas Tree, carol singing and various craft 
stalls in church.  There will be a chance to buy all 
those Christmas presents. If you would like to have a 
table at this event and sell your produce it will cost 
£15. Ring Terry on 01245 698988 or email 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Sunday 10th December 4pm  
Christingle Service 

Come and experience this service as we light the 
candles of the Christingle. With full children’s 
programme. 

Sunday 17th December 6.30pm 

Candle Lit Nine Lessons & Carol Service  

Come again and hear the story of the first Christmas 
and see the church in all its glory. Arrive early to 
obtain a seat. Our Choir will be joined by a soloist 
from Sandon School, Oboe and pianist and  Tenor 
soloist. The Deputy Mayor of Chelmsford will be in 
attendance. This will be followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies. 

Tuesday 19th December 7pm 

Beer and carols @ The Crown 

Everyone is invited to come and sing favourite carols 
and sample free mince pies. 

Events Listing 
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Thursday 21st December 7:30 pm 
Christmas Carols by candlelight 
Do come and join us at Howe Green URC. This will 
get you in a festive mood which will also be helped 
by the mince pies etc. served afterwards. We look 
forward to the chance to meet with neighbours and 
friends and enjoy conversations. 

Sunday 24th December 4pm 

Crib service 

A service for all ages to gather round the manger 
and see the Christmas story unfold. Please could 
children come dressed as one of the characters in 
the Christmas Story. Sheep, Camels and donkeys 
also needed, as well as Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, 
Kings and Inn Keepers. 
 

Sunday 24th December 11.30pm 

Midnight Communion Service  

Come and welcome the new born Christ child. Arrive 
early to obtain a seat at this popular service. 
 

Monday 25th December at 10am 

Christmas Day Service & Communion 

This is the day that changed the world. Come and 
celebrate together at this Service. Please bring an 
opened present to show us at the service. 
 

Sunday 21st January  

Do try to support this important week. 
10am Sung Eucharist at St Andrew’s  

Pam Knott from Howe Green United Church will talk. 

4pm Café Church at Howe Green  

Revd Terry Brown will speak at this service.  

 

Events Listing 
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Saturday 27th January 7:30 pm  

Quiz Night in Village Hall 

7.15pm for prompt start at 7:30 pm. Come as a team 
of 6  or join a team on the night. Bring your own 
Drinks and Nibbles. Book your tickets now to avoid 
disappointment . Tickets £7.00 – school age children 
£2.50. Available from Christine 01245 281305 or 
David 01245 471484. Proceeds for the work of 
CHESS 

Saturday 10th February 8.30am – 10am  

Ladies Breakfast 

Speaker Revd Sue Finch from St Mary’s Great 
Baddow Church at Butts Green Garden Centre. 
Book you place on the list on the welcome table in 
church or telephone Janet on 01245 472997 by 5th 
February. £8 each. 

Tuesday 13th February 9:30 am  

Communion at Howe Green Chapel  

Please try to support this event. 
No need to book your place.  
Just come and enjoy yourself.  
There will be pancakes after the service. 
No Service at St Andrew’s 

Events Listing 

Planning your Holiday.  
Things to Remember! 

We booked an excursion to a 
water park but no-one told us we 
had to bring our own swimsuits 
and towels. We assumed it would 
be included in the price. 

Although the brochure said that 
there was a fully equipped 
kitchen, there was no egg-slicer in 
the drawers." 

I think it should be explained in 
the brochure that the local 
convenience store does not sell 
proper biscuits like custard 
creams or ginger nuts. 

When we were in Spain , there 
were too many Spanish people 
there. The receptionist spoke 
Spanish, the food was Spanish. 
No one told us that there would 
be so many foreigners. 

(Con�nued on page 16) 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for the 
next publication should be sent to 
magazine@sandon-church.info or 
Richard Cecil, Chestnut Cottage, 
CM2 7RN by the 6th February for 
editing and thence publication 
prior to the next quarter, March to 
May. 

From the Registers 

We celebrated the marriage of: 

John Pierce and Louise Earl  
  16th September 

We commended into God’s 

care: 

At the funeral of: 

Alan Heard  18th July 

At the Memorial Service of: 

Marjorie Ferguson  
  19th September 
This magazine has been more 
difficult to compile than any other I 
have previously done. This is 
because Marjorie Ferguson proof 
read them all; but no longer. 
 Editor 

In Memoriam 
Remembering the dead of 100 
years ago, we are nearly through 
this bloody war. Arthur Cooper, 
November 1917, was the last 
casualty for 9 months so this and 
the next magazine will have no 
names included in this section.  

Needing a Good home 
An Eko Elite Duo 44 Electronic 
Organ which is a double manual 
organ with many easy to play 
features including “chord Magic” 
and Memory. It is equally suitable 
for a competent musician, a 
learner or a person with no 
knowledge of written music. The 
various ‘automatic’ effects enable 
the experienced player to master 
the instrument easily and quickly. 

Phone Valerie on 01245 225787 

It took us nine hours to fly home 
from Jamaica to England. It took 
the Americans only three hours to 
get home. This seems unfair. 

I compared the size of our one-
bedroom suite to our friends' three
-bedroom and ours was 
significantly smaller. 

No-one told us there would be fish 
in the water. The children were 
scared. 

The brochure stated: 'No 
hairdressers at the resort.' We're 
trainee hairdressers and we think 
they knew and made us wait 
longer for service. 

We went on holiday to Spain and 
had a problem with the taxi 
drivers as they were all Spanish. 

(Con�nued from page 15) 
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The Everlasting Turkey! 

This is a reading that I used in a carol service when I was teaching at St. 

Edwards School Romford. I hope you enjoy. Terry Brown 

On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me,  
I’ve bought a big fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree. 

On the second day of Christmas much laughter could be heard,  
As we tucked into our turkey – a most delicious bird. 

On the third day of Christmas people came from just next door,  
The turkey tasted just as good as it had done before. 

On the fourth day of Christmas came relations young and old,  
We finished up the Christmas pud and had the turkey cold. 

On the fifth day of Christmas, outside the snowflakes scurried,  
But we were nice and warm inside, and had the turkey curried. 

On the sixth day of Christmas, the Christmas spirit died,  
The children fought and bickered – we had the turkey rissoles fried. 

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love he did wince,  
When he sat down at the table – and was offered turkey mince. 

On the eighth day of Christmas, the dog had run for shelter,  
For he’d seen our turkey pancakes and the glass of alka-seltzer. 

On the ninth day of Christmas, by lunchtime dad was blotto,  
He knew that bird was back again, this time as a risotto. 

On the tenth day of Christmas we were drinking home-made brew,  
Anything to help us face that steaming turkey stew. 

On the eleventh day of Christmas our lovely tree was moulting,  
And with chilli, soy and oyster sauce, the turkey was revolting. 

On the twelfth day of Christmas we had smiles back on our lips,  
The guests had gone, the turkey too – WE DINED ON FISH & CHIPS. 
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Church Services   St. Andrew's, Sandon  
December 
Friday 1st  Patronal Festival 
 7:30 pm Service of Music and Readings 
Sunday 3rd  First Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 5th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 7th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at Woodham Ferrers 
Sunday 10th  Second Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 pm Christingle Service 
Tuesday 12th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 14th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at East Hanningfield 
Sunday 17th  Third Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 pm Café Church at Howe Green Chapel 
 6:30 pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
Tuesday 19th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
 7:00 pm Beer and Carols in The Crown, Sandon 
Thursday 21st  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at South Woodham Ferrers 
 7:30 pm Carols by Candlelight at Howe Green 
Sunday 24th  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 pm Crib Service 
 11:30 pm Midnight Mass 
Monday 25th  Christmas 
 10:00 am Christmas Morning Communion 
Tuesday 26th  9:30 am No Service 
Sunday 31st  Christmas 1 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

January 
Tuesday 2nd  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 4th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at Sandon 
Sunday 7th  Epiphany 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 9th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
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Thursday 11th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at South Woodham Ferrers 
Sunday 14th  Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 16th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 18th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at Little Baddow 
Sunday 21st  Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 pm Café Church at Howe Green 
Tuesday 23rd  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 25th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at East Hanningfield 
Sunday 28th  Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 30th  9:30 am Holy Communion 

February 
Thursday 1st  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at Woodham Ferrers 
Sunday 4th  Second Sunday before Lent 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 6th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 8th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at Downham 
Sunday 11th  Sunday next before Lent 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 13th  9:30 am  
 This is followed by coffee and pancakes. 
Wednesday 14th  Ash Wednesday 
 7:30 pm Sung Eucharist with Ashing 
Thursday 15th  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at Sandon 
Sunday 18th  First Sunday of Lent 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 pm Café Church at Howe Green Chapel 
Tuesday 20th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 22nd  8:30 am Compass Churches Morning Prayer  
   at South Woodham Ferrers 
Sunday 25th  Second Sunday of Lent 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 27th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
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The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

Pilates 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 

We thank all 10 teams that took 
part in the latest quiz. The winning 
team was led by Genda Wright 
who was helped by Dave plus 
Chris and Coral Mann. 
Having been in the lead for most 
of the evening Richard and Judy 
Cecil’s team just missed out by a 
few points. 

A total of £553 was collected 
including £150 from the raffle (13 
prizes) and this, plus a 
further£406 collected from 
Friend’s donations over the past 
12 months, has been paid into the 
Friends Account. 
Thanks are due to Terry Brown 
and his wife Caroline (scorer) , 
Judy and Richard for the raffle, 
the 13 raffle prize donors and all 
those who helped set up and 
clear away a successful evening. 

The ‘Friends’ are there to provide 
financial support to St Andrew’s 
Church for fabric repair and 
improvements. 

St Andrew’s PCC are running 

the next quiz on Saturday 27th 

January next year and you are 

most welcome to generate a 

team of 6 or join another team. 

Just let one of the PCC 

members know. 

David Farrar 

‘Friends of Sandon Church’ Quiz on 21st October 
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Church Flowers 

There have been four requests for 
sponsored flowers since it was 
launched in the last issue.  The 
first was requested by Shelagh 
and Joe Wareing of Warrington 
who sponsored the flowers in 
remembrance of Robert Fishwick, 
2nd October 2011. A record book 
of the sponsored flowers will be 
available to view in the church. 

The church was fully decorated 
for the Harvest Festival and there 

have been many lovely comments 
about how beautiful the church 
looked for the occasion. Here is a 
selection of the arrangements. 

Lesley Worboys,  

Flower Co-ordinator  

for Festivals and Events 

Other arrangements can be seen 
on the back page or even in 
church in due course!  Editor 
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‘Lexophile’ describes those 
that have a love for words, such 
as ‘you can tune a piano, but you 
can’t tuna fish’, or ‘To write with a 
broken pencil is pointless.’ 

No matter how much you push 
the envelope, it'll still be 
stationery. 
I didn’t like my beard at first. Then 
it grew on me. 
Did you hear about the crossed-
eyed teacher who lost her job 
because she couldn’t control her 
pupils? 
He had a photographic memory 
but it was never fully developed. 

SANDON 

COMMUNITY CHOIR 

Come along and sing 

All ages, All abilities 

£5 per session,  
pay as you go 

We meet monthly  
on the first Monday 

7:30 to 9 pm 

Sandon Church 

Just turn up – you will be 
made welcome 

And have some fun 

Kevin Willmott MIPTI 

(IRMT & VTCT dips) 

Experienced mobile massage 

therapist with longstanding 

Sandon and Danbury clientele. 

Tel: 01206 331529 

Mobile: 07792 221975 

www.townandcountrymassage.co.uk 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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AIJ KLM NOPPJQ RL SLTUVROP WVXVTRIK? 

Has God equipped you to help Care for the Spirit  

of patients, staff and visitors?  
The Chaplaincy Team at Broomfield Hospital has training opportunities 

for volunteers to join them in providing two different ministries: 

Sunday Eucharistic Ministry 
– to join a rota to bring prayers and Communion to the wards 

at the request of Christian patients and staff. 

Ward Chaplaincy 
- become part of a ward staff team and visit weekly, to help give spiritual care to 

people of all faiths and none; listening, accompanying, encouraging and 
empowering. 

For further information 
-about hospital ministry, selection, training and support for both roles, 

or to arrange an informal visit, the Chaplaincy team would be pleased to hear 
from you. 

Contact us on 
01245 515244 or MEHT.Chaplain@meht.nhs.uk, 

or by post to The Spiritual Care and Chaplaincy Team, Faith Centre A209, 
Broomfield Hospital, Chelmsford, CM1 7ET 

Why did Edward Woodward's 
name have 4 'D's in it ? 
Because otherwise he'd have 
been called 'Ewar Woow War' 

A quarter pound of steak and 
kiddle eye please. You mean 
steak and kidney. 
I said kiddle eye, diddle eye ???? 

Hold your fire! Hold your fire! Wait 
till you see the whites of their 

eyes! Ok fire, and shoot at will !!!! 
No..... Not me ya fool !!!!! 

Next week I'm going to tell you 
about my three wives. 
Now don't you think that's 
bigamy? 

These came from the ‘Do I really 

have to put this in’ pile. They are 

from John Gruby. 
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Serves 4 

300g potatoes,  
Small bulb of fennel,  
40g melted butter,  
A little fresh dill chopped,  
4 small fillets salmon,  
4 tablespoon dry white wine,  
Salt and pepper. 

Slice the spuds about the 
thickness of pound coin. Boil 
them until just tender. 
Peel and core the fennel and slice 
very thinly. 
Preheat oven to 200C/400F/gas 
mark 6. 
Cut out 8 rectangles of 
greaseproof paper about 
16×15ins. Two pieces go together 
to make each parcel. 

Place the four double thickness 
rectangles of paper on a work 
surface and brush their middles 
with a little melted butter. Divide 
the potatoes and fennel between 
them, layering with the chopped 
dill, seasoning and place salmon 
fillet on top. Pour any remaining 
butter on top and add a splash of 
wine to each parcel. 

Carefully draw up the paper 
layers and fold the edges together 
to seal the edges. You want to 
make a kind of tent. Twist the 
ends like a Xmas cracker. 

Put parcels onto a baking tray 
and cook for 15mins. Place on 
plates and unwrap at the table. 

Narelle Arnold 

Salmon, Fennel and Potatoes cooked in Paper 
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Christmas Cards 

Time to write your Christmas 
cards again – what designs have 
you picked to send this year? Are 
they religious ones? 
Look in the shops at all the 
different designs, traditional and 
modern. Traditional religious 
cards have usually included the 
nativity – Mary, Joseph and the 
baby Jesus. But what else would 
you count as religious? The Three 
Kings? The Bible doesn’t say they 
were kings, or that there were 
three; just that they were Wise 
Men, who travelled far to bring 
special gifts for the baby Jesus.  
Do you know why there are so 
many robins on Christmas cards? 
The first postmen in Victorian 
times wore red and were called 
robins, so robins were shown as 
delivering cards.  
Whatever kind of card you send 

this year, include a 
kind message with 
love for your friends. 
Our love is a tiny echo 

of God’s love for all the 

world. 

Card or Decoration 

Here is a simple 3-D Christmas 
tree that you can use as a 
decoration or a card. You will 
need green card, crayons, glitter 
or paint, scissors and sticky tape. 

Fold a piece of card in half, then 
cut it in half. Put the two pieces 
together and fold them in half 
again. 

Draw half a Christmas tree 
opposite the fold. Cut along the 
line and you will have 2 identical 
trees. Fold the trees in half, very 
lightly, hardly creasing the centre 
line to mark the centre of the tree. 
Cut a slit 
along the 
bottom half 
of the 
centre of 
one tree 
and along the top half of the 
centre of the other tree. Slip the 
two trees together along the slits. 
To help the tree to stand firmly, 
use sticky tape to fasten the parts 
together where they meet.  

Decorate the tree. If you are using 
it as a card then 
leave an area free 
of decorations so 
that you can write 
on it.  
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Judy Cecil* 

Michael Puffett* 

224747 

222066 

PCC Secretary Anna Cosby* 475680 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Safeguarding Children Alison Read* 474858 

Vulnerable Adults John Gruby* 476440 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read* 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, David Farrar, 
Valerie Grimwood, Claire Jefferies,  

Christine Mennie, Dennis Terry  and Janet Terry  

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  8:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Rev Mark Meatcher revd.meatcher@gmail.com   

 Pam Knott   471691 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy - re-elected on 4th May 01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Richard Ambor    222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 

Sandon Parish Council 

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer  cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair martinkcross@gmail.com 478910 

 Rosemary Hoare  rosemaryhoare@aol.com 473974  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 697015  

 Richard Mbonye  globetech846@gmail.com 476800 

 Ted Munt Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 477111 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

Uniformed Organisations’ Leaders 

 Jean Blake Group Scout 603155 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Steve Eatly Cubs  07957 802898 

 Aimee Agombar Scouts  07549 206055 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 



 


